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From the Director
Autumn Greetings!
What a beautiful time of year! As we enjoy
and appreciate the vibrant colors of the
fall foliage, it’s a perfect time to stop and
think about nature and the connection of
all living things. Connection is something
we strive for every day here at the
Library—connecting our patrons with
resources, services, programs, meeting
spaces, and more. Please take a few
moments to complete our user survey
(link on p. 12), so that we can continue to
evolve in order to meet the changing
needs of the community. We love to hear
from you!
Thanks,

Lynn
Fall Holiday Hours
CLOSED Labor Day, Monday, September 5
CLOSED Columbus Day, Monday, October 10
CLOSED Veterans Day, Friday, November 11
CLOSED Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 24
CLOSED Day After Thanksgiving, Friday, November 25

Library Update
Curbside pickup is still available. Patrons can call the Library at 203-261-0134 or email a
request to eplnews@eastonlibrary.org. Homebound delivery is also available. Call the Library
or email your request to Penelope at pjp@eastonlibrary.org.
The Library is now permanently fine-free.
Meeting rooms are available for booking at full capacity. The Community Room has a
maximum occupancy of 100, and the Conference Room has a maximum occupancy of 25.
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Patron Voices: Brigid Smith
I have called Easton home for almost 70 years. To me, it’s a little slice of heaven. Growing up, on the way
home from a day of broiling at Seaside Park, at the bottom of Sport Hill Road, my late mother would always
stick her arm out the window and say, “Feel the change in the air. How lucky are we!” Very lucky, for many
reasons. Great schools, Sherwood Farm, a variety of places to worship, memories of Halzack’s and its penny
fireballs, the best neighbors, and at the top of the list, the library.
We are so blessed to have a library that has something for
Holland’s
everyone. My mother encouraged usDebby
to read and
my earliest
memories include the small library at theBook
“old” Samuel
Picks Staples.
It eventually outgrew its allocated space and relocated to what
is now the home of the Easton Police. I recall the thrill of
students trooping down Morehouse Road, carrying books to
their new home. It was so much fun, although I can only
imagine the uproar such an action would elicit today.
Mrs. Mueller was the Mother Superior of the library and I was a
voracious reader. She saw that and nurtured it. I was allowed to
take out twice as many books as the others. She let me take out
books well above my assigned reading level, but nothing risqué
(although I pushed a bit). There were so many choices—it was
great. Mrs. Mueller expanded my knowledge in other ways. Thanks to the library, I discovered I LOVED
opera. She told me to start with Eileen Farrell’s album of arias by Puccini. I was hooked. I thought of her
when I bought season tickets to the Metropolitan Opera many years later and took my regular seat, 14A.
I renewed the album so often, she eventually gave it to me! She was great.

I visited the Library regularly, but COVID made it my happy place. Work became remote almost overnight,
and the time once spent in 2 hours of traffic on the Merritt became reading time. I was so happy.
What fascinates me about the library is the ability of the staff to stay on top of almost every book mentioned
in the New York Times or on NPR. I hear about it, hit the Library to ask if it can be ordered, only to have one
of the fabulous staff point out it’s already on the New Reads shelf. I am so grateful for the support the Town
and patrons give to the Library.
One confession: I never understood the Dewey Decimal System. Never. Mrs. Mueller gave me a book about
it, but I never opened it. I got my comeuppance many years later when I was on Jeopardy. As I recall, Alex
Trebek intoned the question, “A California university used the
name of this man for its library system.” The first person
buzzed and said “John Dewey.” Wrong. I figured this was a
cinch and said simply ‘Dewey,” on the theory less was more.
Wrong again. I didn’t know the rule that if the first name given
is wrong, the response must include the correct first name.
The correct response was Melvil Dewey, which I would have
known had I read the darn book! I felt Mrs. Mueller’s
disapproval radiating from heaven.

“We are so blessed to
have a library that

I just retired and the Library is my go-to place. The team is so
knowledgeable and kind, and the environment is happy and
energized. I love the Easton Public Library, and if you haven’t
visited in awhile, you are missing a town gem.
And every time I drive up Sport Hill, I stick out my arm to feel
the air and say to myself, “We are really lucky, Ma.”

has something for
everyone.”

Read more about Debby on
page 13.
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Staff Picks: Biographies & Memoirs
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Summer Reading
2022 Statistics
1,460 total books read
Books read by kids: 1,264
198 kids up to grade 5 participated

24 teens in grades 6-12 participated
A very special thank you goes out to our teen
volunteers who shelved, prepared crafts, shifted
books, weeded the Library grounds, and assisted
with other projects.
Annabel, Sydney T., Bruna, Abby, Lila, Bo, Hannah,
Catie, Duncan, Alex P., Kayla, Melanie, Sydney K.,
Sylvia, Julia, Kate, Connor, Cici, Samantha, Alex L.,
Saira, Guilia, Iris, Ali

Adult Summer Reading 2022
196 Books Read
23 people participated
Most Books Read: Marissa Schrade, 40 books
Weekly Raffle Winners:
Nathalie Taranto, Sydney Girardi, Debra Meno,
Lisa Valinsky, Victoria Marchetti, Lisa Peregolise,
Mary Williams
Thanks to the Friends of the Library for sponsoring our

Summer Reading program!
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Community Partner Spotlight:
Easton Garden Club by Susan Slagle
Founded in 1938, The Easton Garden Club’s purpose is to increase interest in gardening among membership
and the community, and to advance practical knowledge in the culture and care of plants, shrubs, trees,
birds, and wildflowers. The club is concerned with open space in the community. We work to protect the
environment and improve the quality of life in Easton through contributory and charitable activities.
The Easton Garden Club promotes the beautification of Easton
through education and interest in gardening in both private and
public locations. The club sponsors lectures on a variety of
horticultural topics from the care of plants and trees, to support
of wildlife, including birds and pollinators, to landscape design.
It supports practical knowledge of gardening via talks and
exchanges of knowledge concerning planting, pruning conservation,
composting, and soil composition. The garden club also sponsors
field trips to gardens and other locations of interest. We maintain
the Hubbell Garden, located on Black Rock Turnpike. Recently,
we celebrated our 20th anniversary of tending this beautiful and
historic garden.
Members of the garden club can be seen about town planting barrels and window boxes throughout Easton,
as well as hanging holiday wreaths. This also includes a pollinator garden and planters in front of the Library,
and barrels around the back patio, along with other strategic locations around town.

“I truly appreciate
the partnership we

In 2019, Easton became one of 30 towns to join the Pollinator Pathway, with
The Easton Garden Club’s support. The purpose is to help people better
understand the role native pollinators play in our landscapes, and to provide the
resources needed for people to establish pollinator-friendly habitats.

The Easton Garden Club is a non-profit
organization, and is a member of
Federated Garden Clubs of CT.
Easton Library.” Fundraising events include a Spring
Garden Mart and a Holiday Wreath and
- Susan Slagle
Poinsettia Sale. We reach out to shut-in
seniors in the community to brighten their
day with a gift of poinsettias in the fall, and a lovely flower bouquet in
the spring. In addition, the club offers a scholarship to an Easton High
School student interested in studying horticulture. We meet at the
Library on the second Wednesday of each month from September to
June. Lectures are open to the public. For more information on lectures
or to join the club, please go to https://eastongardenclubofct.org.

share with the

As President of the Easton Garden Club, I truly appreciate the
partnership we share with the Easton Library. Having a place to meet
and invite the public to share in educational programs in exchange for
enhancing the grounds of the Library, creates a relationship where
everyone wins.
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Art Exhibits
Carol Nipomnich Dixon
World of Color

September 1 - October 15
Conference Room & Glass Display Case
Art Reception: Saturday, September 17, 4-6 pm
Carol Nipomnich Dixon of Old Greenwich has had over 40
solo exhibitions throughout the Fairfield County area, and
is the recipient of numerous local, regional, and national
awards. She holds a Bachelor of Arts from Vassar College,
Phi Beta Kappa, and a Master of Arts from Columbia
University, and studied art at the Pratt Institute and the
Brooklyn Museum of Art. Carol also taught at Greenwich
Academy and gave art classes at the Stamford Museum,
and continues to teach at the Greenwich Art Society Studio
School. “I find incorporating embroidery threads into my
art creates the texture and color that express my most
personal feelings and concepts,” Carol said.

Marcia Fitzgibbons

Beautiful Beasties and Happy Places
Through September 24
Community Room

African Adventure Safari Talks
Thursday, September 8, 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 15, 5:00 p.m.
Marcia visited Kenya and Tanzania for 16 days on
a photo safari. In her African Adventure Talks, she
will discuss the details of that trip and how the
animals inspired her paintings. Her Beautiful
Beasties and Happy Places exhibit has been
extended through September 24, in the
Community Room.
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Art Exhibits
Laura Modlin

Easton Through the Seasons

October 16 - November 30
Glass Display Case
Come enjoy scenic nature notecards with images by
Laura Modlin. Experience views of nature’s beauty
and bounty. The cards are printed on thick linen
paper stock and will be available for purchase, with a
portion of the proceeds going to the Library. They
make great holiday and hostess gifts. Laura is an
award-winning journalist whose writing has appeared
in several area newspapers, including the Easton
Courier, as well as The Farmer’s Almanac and Edible
Nutmeg magazines. She is preparing to launch a
self-guided environmental education program this
fall. Visit her at https://therescuedearth.com.

Ellen Tresselt

Works on Paper

October 16 - November 30
Conference Room
Art Reception: Saturday, November 5, 4-7 pm
From an early age, Ellen Tresselt enjoyed making
collages. She studied illustration at Philadelphia
College of Art and at The School of Visual Arts in
Manhattan. She discovered the art of paper marbling
as an art teacher in Danbury, and produced marbled
paper for other artists. Her true desire has always
been to use her marbled paper in her own work, as
reflected in her exhibit.

Easton Arts Council

Regional Juried Photography
Contest & Exhibit

November 7 - January 6
Community Room
Art Reception: Saturday, November 19, 7-10 pm
This show highlights the natural beauty of Easton and
includes a general category as well. The contest is
open to all photographers, amateur and professional.
Adger Cowans is the juror. For more information, go
to http://eastonartscouncil.org/.
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Friends of the Easton Public Library
With the help of a great number of volunteers, the Friends of the Easton
Library are pleased to offer their Used Book Sale again this year. The
sale will run Saturday and Sunday, October 1 and 2, from 9:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. Friends members in good standing can come early at 8:30
a.m. to get a start on the sale. We are offering books, DVDs and CDs
for purchase. From trade paperbacks to beautiful coffee table books,
there is sure to be something for everyone.
“This is absolutely one of the highlights of our year as a Friends group,
says Friends President Beth Cliff. “It involves the whole town, celebrates
books, raises money for the Library, and also recycles and repurposes.
Perhaps best of all, it allows a bunch of us folks in Easton to get to know
each other and have some fun together. We look forward to meeting new
folks this year, and getting them involved!"
New this year, the Children’s book section will be available for purchasing on Friday afternoon,
September 30, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. This is an opportunity for parents/caregivers and their children
to have a little less hectic time to browse and shop their section only. School teachers of those
grades are also welcome to join these early birds. Children must accompany adults to be eligible for
this private shopping experience.
Proceeds of the sale go to supporting the wishes and needs of the Library that fall outside their
current budget. Last year, this included supporting the Summer Reading Program, providing free
museum passes for Library patrons, supporting the One Book/One Town program, and refurbishing
the back patio for social functions and patron use with new pavers and umbrellas. We are already in
planning stages to determine this year’s support. Have a wish of your own? Tell us about it at
friends@eastonlibrary.org.
The Friends are accepting book donations until September 26. Please
drop off your books inside the Library, and make sure they are in good
condition. It is helpful if donors can sort a little bit, by separating genres or
age groups. Please, no textbooks, encyclopedias, or VHS tapes.
Volunteers are needed too! The Friends are sorting books at the Jesse
Lee United Methodist Church until late September. Current sorting hours
are Mondays, 7:00 to 9:00p.m., 10:00 a.m. to noon on Tuesdays, and
Thursdays from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., but we can accommodate specific
schedules. Please contact Phyllis Machledt at pmachledt@gmail.com to
check the sorting schedule. If there are additional date and time changes,
we will post them at https://eastonlibraryfriends.org.
We will surely need many volunteers the week of September 26 to get the
room set up, and also for the sale days to work the register, help customers, and then clean up.
Please let the Friends know if you can help out that week, or on sale weekend. Please contact us at
friends@eastonlibrary.org, or fill out our volunteer form on the website. Feel free to contact Friends
President Beth Cliff at encliff@gmail.com if you have any questions.
10

Collection Spotlight: Oversized Books
Oversized books are an often over-looked
resource that libraries have to offer. Easton
Public Library has oversized books in both the
Adult and Children's areas of the Library. The
Adult section features Nonfiction oversized
books on a variety of topics, but mostly science
and history. These are great coffee table-like
books that are filled with wonderful pictures and
useful information. The Children's Department
has oversized books in the fiction section. The
highlight of this collection is the illustrated
series of Harry Potter books. These versions of
the first three novels are great for read-alouds,
since the pictures will help keep kids engaged. There are also oversized nonfiction children's
books, including atlases, fairy tales, and more. Next time you're walking through the stacks, take
a moment to stop and look at the oversized books. You may find inspiration for home décor or
that special topic book that you didn't know you needed.

Red Cross Blood Drives
Monday, September 12
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Friday, October 7
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Monday, November 21
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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Look What’s New!
Classic Film Series
Easton resident and film historian Jon Sonneborn kicks
off a newly expanded season of classic films, starting
on Wednesday, September 21, at 7:00 p.m., with this
tribute to Charlie Chaplin. Join us for a screening
of Gold Rush (1925), as well as a series of shorts
featuring Chaplin.

Cake Pans
Our Library of Things collection has grown!
In addition to the variety of games and puzzles,
we also have cake pans in several shapes and sizes
available to borrow. You can find them next to the
Circulation Desk.

Fine Free!
The Easton Public Library is now permanently fine-free!
You no longer have to pay for late materials, but lost or
damaged items will still incur a replacement fee.

The Mailbox
The Mailbox, by Infobase, is now available in the Digital
Library section of our website and features classroom
resources and activities for children in Pre-K through
6th grade. https://eastonlibrary.org/digital-library.
Great for home-schoolers!

User Experience Survey
Please take our survey and tell us about your experience
at the Library. Go to https://bit.ly/3A40fBm, or grab a
hard copy from the Circulation Desk. Thank you!

Connect with us!
Follow us on social media!
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Thank You!
The Library Board of Trustees and the
staff of the Easton Public Library are
so grateful for the donations we
receive throughout the year.

We would especially like to thank:
Richard and Rita Seclow
Easton Arts Council

2022 Anne Lindquist Award Recipient

Jon Sonneborn
Congratulations, Jon!
Please join us Sunday, November 13, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
for a reception in Jon’s honor.
Jonathan Sonneborn is a 40-year resident of Easton where he and his wife Cleo
raised their three children and participated in many community activities and
initiatives. Jon served as a Board member of the Easton Public library for ten years,
with eight of those years as President.
In addition to contributing his business acumen to community endeavors
(he retired in 2015 as co-founder and co-owner of Really Good Stuff, a popular
catalog and website offering innovative teaching tools for elementary school
teachers), Jon offers the Library community cultural engagement through his
avocation as a film historian. His highly regarded Classic Films programs have
been ongoing since the days when the Library was across the street, inside the
Town Hall. The 2022-2023 season focuses on film comedy. Jon engages the
audience through the format he used when he taught film history at colleges and
for Road Scholar: he gives a brief introductory talk before showing each film, and
then follows up afterwards with questions and lively commentary.
Since retiring from business, Jon has spent much of his time writing a
documentary musical about the life of Al Jolson. In addition, he is producing a
low-budget western/sci-fi/comedy, and has gotten involved in several other film
projects, including a documentary in development about the history of women in
baseball.
Retirement has also afforded him time to pursue another passion: bicycling. On
many days, he can be seen riding up and down Easton hills and surrounding towns,
often with Cleo.
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Upcoming Fall Programs
Toddler Be-Bop, (Walkers-Age 3), Tuesdays & Wednesdays, 10:30 am
Babies Boogie (Birth-Walkers), Wednesdays, 1:00 pm
Pre-School Story Time (Ages 3-5), Thursdays, 2:15 pm
Easton Yarnsmiths, Tuesdays, 3:30-4:30 pm
Year of Wonders Book Discussion, 9/8, 10/13, 11/10, 10:30 am
Red Cross Blood Drives, 9/12, 10/7, 11/21, 11:00 am-4:00 pm
Easton Public Library
691 Morehouse Road
Easton, CT 06612
Phone: 203-261-0134
Fax: 203-261-0708
http://www.eastonlibrary.org

Beyond Reading Book Discussion, 9/15, 10/20, 11/17, 7:00 pm
Story Time on the Go (Ages 2-6), 9/16, 9/23, 9/30, 10/7, 10/14, 10/21,
10:30 am
Meet Connecticut’s Kid Governor & Piglet (All Ages), 9/17, 1:30 pm
Carol Dixon Art Reception, 9/17, 4:00-6:00 pm

Library Hours 5

Sensory Story Time (Pre-K-1st Grade), 9/20, 10/18, 4:30 pm

Monday-Wednesday: 10-6
Thursday: 10-7
Friday: 10-5
Saturday: 10 – 3
Sunday: Closed

Classic Film Series with Jon Sonneborn, 9/21, 11/16, 7:00 pm
Lego Master Builders (Grades K-5), 9/22, 10/20, 11/17, 4:30 pm
Stuffed Animal Sleepover (Ages 3-10), 9/26
Friends of the Library Children’s Book Sale, 9/30, 3:00-5:00 pm

Color Key
Adults—Blue
Teens—Green
Kids—Red
Intergenerational—Purple

For more information, call us at
203-261-0134. Click here to register

Friends of the Library Book Sale, 10/1, 10/2, 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 pm
Teen Watercolor Painting (Grades 8-12), 10/14, 5:00 pm
Sharing Our Stories: Voices From the Community, 10/15, 2:00 pm
Author Talk: Deborah Levison, 10/19, 7:00 pm
TLC (Teen Library Council) (Grades 9-12), 10/21, 3:30 pm
Trick or Treat in the Library (Birth–Age 5), 10/24-10/28, after Little Ones
Programs
Successfully Navigate College Admissions (Virtual) (Grades 9-11/Parents),
10/25, 7:00 pm

for any of these programs: http://

John Higby, the Yo-Yo Guy (All Ages), 10/29, 1:00 pm

www.eastonlibrary.org/calendar-

Halloween Story Time (Ages 3-7), 10/29, 2:00 pm

list. For virtual programs,
registrants will receive a Zoom link

iPhone Photography (Part 1), 11/5 1:00-3:00 pm

the day of the program. Events

Ellen Tresselt Art Reception, 11/5, 4:00-7:00 pm

subject to change due to COVID.
Our regular programs, including

AAA Retire Program: What Women Need to Know Before Applying for
Social Security (Virtual), 11/9, 6:00 pm

Little Ones Programs and kids’ and

Easton Arts Council Art Reception, 11/19, 7:00-10:00 pm

adult book groups, are also running
through the fall.
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